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TO: His Excellency, Governor James B. Edwards, Chairman State
Budget and Control Board, and The Members ol the South
Carolina General Assembl^t.
The Higher Education Tuition Grants Committee respectfully
submits for consideration its annual report. Included in this report
are general data concerning the development of the program and
specific data covering the 1978-79 academic year.
Respectfully yours,
Hilbum Womble, Jr.
Higher Education Tuition Grants Committee
TUITION GRANTS_PHILOSOPHY AND PURPOSE
"Whereas, the General Assembly finds that as a result of the rising
school population and the continuously rising cost of providing
proper facilities for .the higher education of young people, there
exists in this State an urgent need to use all available educational
resourcis wisely. A lack of higher educational facilities is inimical to
the welfare and prosperity of all residents of the State and to the
continued financial growth of the State; and
Whereas, the General Assembly also finds that within the State
there exists several accredited independent institutions of higher
learning whose facilities could be used effectively in the public
interest by providing additional space for students thereby
eliminating the need for substantial increases in capital outlay
funds;
Whereas, it is vital to the growth of the State that all qualified
residents be offered the opportunity for furthering their education.
To achieve this in the most economical manner, students willing
to bear the major cost of their education expenses should be assisted
where financial need exists in an effort to make their educational
goals more readily attainable."
-The Preamble to the Tuition Grants Law
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STATUTORY AUTHORIW FOR THE AGENCY
The General Assembly of the State of South Carolina during the
1970 session passed Act I l9l creating the Higher Education Tuition
Grants Committee. This committee was created as a State agency
charged with the responsibility for overseeing the operation of the
Tuition Grants Program.
HISTORY OF THE AGENCY
In 1970 the General Assembly passed a bill which created the
Higher Education Tuition Grants Committee, an agency which was
charged with the responsibility of administering tuition grants to
independent college students. The Governor signed the bill on May
l, 1970. The original appropriation was $5,000. No awards were
made the f irst year. ln l97l-72 the program aided 43 students. ln 1972-
73, a total of 134 students received awards.
A total of.3,271grants were made for the 1973-74 academic year.
The Committee made awards to 5,186 students for the 1974-75
academic year. 5,784 awards were made to students for the 1975-76
year.7,516 awards were made to students for the 1976-77 year. During
1977-78 7,758 awards were made. Thus far, 7,497 awards have been
made to students for the 1978-79 year.
PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY THE AGENCY
The South Carolina Higher Education Tuition Grants
Committee has been charged by the General Assembly with the
responsibility of administering the Tuition Grants Program. This
program allows South Carolina residents who attend independent
colleges in this state to receive financial assistance from the state.
All grant recipients must be full-time students, of good moral
character and must demonstrate financial need and academic merit.
They may not take a course which leads to a degree in theology,
divinity, or religious education.
Eligible students may apply their grants toward tuition and fees at
a South Carolina independent college which is accredited by the
Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools or certified
for teacher training. The amount of the grant may not exceed the
student's financial need or the total of tuition and fees charged by the
college. Also, the amount may not exceed the annual subsidy for
students who attend public colleges in the state.
In October 1978. the Tuition Grants Committee distributed
I
application forms to all South Carolina secondary schools and to
eligible colleges. The guidance offices at the secondarv schools and
the financial aid offices at the colleges distributed these application
forms to students throughout the state.
The Tuition Grants Office received a total of. 10,753 applications
for the 1978-79 Academic year.
The Tuition Grants Program has opened the door of educational
opportunity to thousands of South Carolinians. A survey of grant
recipients has indicated that forty-three percent (43%) of. the grant
awardees would not have gone to college without the grant.
PUBLIC SERVICE ACTIVITIES
In addition to performing the program and administrative
activities related directly to the grants program, the agency conducts
workshops for the improvement of financial aid administration
statewide. During 1977-78, the agency, in consultation with the
South Carolina Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators
(SCASFAA), produced a comprehensive Financial Aid Training
Manual for all financial aid professionals in the state. In 1978-79
workshops have been held to upgrade the proficiency of financial aid
staff members. Partial funding for this activity was provided from
federal funds in the State Student Financial Assistance Training
Project.
Agency staff members have also participated in over twenty-five
(25) workshops for parents and high school guidance personnel
during the last twelve (12) months.
RESOURCES
The state appropriation for 1978-79 .... . $9,217,379
Federal matching funds through the
State Student Incentive Grants Program .... . $ 776,M3
Total Grants Program Funding ... $9,994,02?
Total administrative costs for 1978-79 will be approximately




Students at eighteen (18) independent colleges in South Carolina
were eligible to participate in the Tuition Grants Program during
1978-79. These colleges enrolled a total of 16,493 full time under-
graduate students. Seventy eight percena (787,) of these students
are from South Carolina.
Two out of every three recipients had a'total family income of less
than $14,000 per year. Eighty five percent (85Vo) of the students had
incomes less than $20,000 per year. The average 1977 income was
$l l,366.
Twenty eight percent (287") of the 1978-79 award dollars went to
South Carolina residents attending the four historically black
colleges that participate in the program.
The 1978-79 average tuition/fee charge is $2280 per year, not
including room, board or books. This is an increase of $195 over
the 1977-78 average.
Seventy four percent (747") of the 1978-79 freshmen tuition grant
recipients ranked in the upper half of their high school class.
Females accounted for 62% of the 1978-79 awardees.
Eighty eight percent (88%) of the recipients were dependent upon
their parents,/guardians for financial support. Twelve percent
(127o) were totally independent and relied only on their own
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UNDERGRADUATE FULL.TIME STUDENT ENROLLMENTS
AT THE EIGHTEEN COLLEGES PARTICIPATING
IN TUITION GRANTS PROGRAM












































































































Source: "Opening Fall Enrollments,
t5,r75 15,928 16,606 t6,344 16,493
" Higher Education General Information Survey
ll
FULL.TIME FRESHMEN ENROLLMENTS AT THE EIGHTEEN
COLLEGES PARTICIPATING IN TUITION GRANTS
PROGRAM









































































TOTAL STUDENTS. 5978 6197 6515 6185
r2
S.C. RESIDENT ENROLLMENTS AT THE EIGHTEEN
COLLEGES PARTICIPATING IN
TUITION GRANTS PROGRAM















































































527 493 485 489
993 901 860 903
358 528 572 949
503 552 601 561
625 631 624 632
527 460 432 437
504 501 455 445
840 898 909 822
939 935 867 7t7
695 763 72r 704














FUII.TIIIAE COTTEGE AND UNIVERSIW ENROTIJT,IENTS






PERCENTAGE OF FULT.TIME STUDENTS
IN PUBTIC & PRIVATE COT1EGES
PUBLIC COLLEGES






















North Greenville 314 193









Anderson 269 $ 313,520
Baptist . 247 417.930
Benedict 321 365.550











































































































































GRANTS BY INCOME RANGES
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AWARDS, STATE FUNDS, AND TOTAT FUNDS HISTORY
1970.71 r97r.72 1972-73 1978-74 1974-75 t975-76 1976.77 , 1977-78 1978-79
srATE APPROPRTATTON .... $5000 $50,000 $150,000 $4,000,000 $6,180,000 $7,255,473 $7,332,686 fi8,354,749 $9,356,497
TOTAL FTTNDS $5000 $50,000 $150,000 s4,000,000 $6,398,882 $7,460,840 $7,833,339 $9,0S5,707 $10,133,140 !
NITMBER OF GRANTS 43 134 3.271 5.t86 5.784 7,516 7,758 7,497*
*1978-79 grants do not include total number of new second semester awards.

